
What to expect during a Part Two Examination 

Part Two 

Prior to attending the examination, a short powerpoint presentation is emailed to candidates, as 

well as an outline timetable. 

All candidates are welcomed at Registration, where their ID is checked by the exam staff team. 

Candidates are then invited to join a presentation about the history of the EBPS examination, where 

the exam structure will be outlined to them. 

An Individual Examination Candidate Timetable is given to every Candidate.  This is a personal 

timetable and cannot be changed. 

The actual part two examination is divided into four sections: 

 A 45 minute OSCE Station with two examiners 

 A 45 minute oral examination in general paediatric surgery with two examiners 

 A 45 minute oral examination in general urology/trauma with two examiners 

 A 45 minute oral examination in neonatal surgery with two examiners 

You will be called by the exam staff team and taken to the appropriate room for your exam sessions. 

At the end of the 45 minutes the exam staff team will knock on the door to indicate that time is up. 

Some examiners use “clock timers”.  At the end of your session you will return to the candidates 

room where you must not discuss any questions with the other candidates.  We try to have separate 

rooms for candidates who return from exam sessions but that it not always possible in each exam 

venue. 

Each exam session is led by two examiners, who are occasionally joined by an examination observer. 

This observer is only observing the examination process as a learning exercise prior to becoming an 

examiner, and is not examining you as the candidate. 

One member of the exam team will begin by asking you questions and the other examiner will write 

notes.  They will swap roles half way through the session.  Photographs and xrays may be shown via 

laptop or tablet computer.  At the end of the session you will return to the candidate’s waiting room 

while the examiners award the candidate a score based on the strict EBPS scoring system. These 

marks are collected by the examination co-ordinator, who is the only person amongst the entire 

exam team who knows how you are performing during the process of the examination.   

The exam takes place over two very full days, and there is a strict timetable in place.  You may be 

waiting for long periods of time in between your own sessions.  It may be possible for you to leave 

the hospital for short periods of time but you must report to the exam staff team prior to leaving, 

and you must report back within 50 minutes of your next exam slot. 

At the end of the two days, the examiners gather for a debriefing meeting at which all the 

candidates scores are discussed and any borderline candidates discussed. 



Candidates are then called by candidate number, and informed personally of their results by the 

examination chairperson, the hospital host examiner and the examination co-ordinator.  Candidates 

are also given a card confirming their result, and successful candidates are given an “FEBPS” lapel 

badge.  All successful candidates are then invited to meet with the examiners and the “Best 

Candidate Award” is announced and trophies presented.  Photos are taken which are then uploaded 

to the exam website and Facebook page.   

FEBPS Ties and Scarves are available for purchase at a cost of €50.00. 

Candidates’ names are recommended to the UEMS EBPS Section by inclusion to the EBPS Specialist 

Register in either January or June of each year, and Diplomas are signed and sent to the candidate’s 

home address within one month of inclusion on the register. 
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